
Welcome to the 
First Minister’s 
Reading 
Challenge 
Celebration 
Festival!
We’ll be celebrating the close of this year’s First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge with a very exciting 
online festival of author events on 14–18 June.
scottishbooktrust.com/celebration-festival

This guide is designed to help you make the most of the 
First Minister’s Reading Challenge Celebration Festival 
and inspire you to celebrate all the work you’ve done to 

build a reading culture this year. 

Inside you’ll find the Celebration Festival running order, 
featuring our headline online author events and 

challenges to join in with. We’ve also included activity 
ideas to help you create a festival atmosphere in your 
school or community throughout the week.

We hope you have a great festival and remember 

to share your photos and activities with us.  
@FMReadChallenge or #FMRCFestival 



Headliners
The virtual gates to the First Minister’s Reading Challenge 
Celebration Festival will open on Monday 14 June. 
There will be headline acts online every day, as well as challenges to take 

part in. We’ll also be announcing this year’s Reading Challenge winners!

Don’t worry if you can’t watch an event on the day it launches – all of the 
events will be available to watch on demand until the end of August 2021.

Complete the ticket in your festival kit with all of the events and challenges 
you manage to take part in and share with us how you get on!

Monday 14 June
11am – Draw- 
along with  
Ross Collins  
(P1–3) 

Join this year’s winner  
of The Bookbug Picture Book  
Prize for a hilarious illustration 
event. Have your paper and  
pencils ready! 

Any time – Festival Map

Let us know where you’re tuning 
in from and add your school 
or group to our First Minister’s 
Reading Challenge map.  

Tuesday 15 June
11am – Abi Elphinstone (P4–7)

Discover how Abi Elphinstone 
creates the memorable and 
magical worlds in her books – and 
learn how to write your own portal 
adventure story! 

2.15pm – Drop Everything and 
Read

Take part in Scotland’s biggest 
ever Drop Everything and Read 
– just grab your books and go!
Let us know what you’re enjoying
on social media by tagging us
@FMReadChallenge or using
#FMRCFestival!

Wednesday 16 June
11am – And the winners of 
the First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge 2021 are… 

Drum roll please! Tune in to hear 
which groups have won this year’s 
national awards, with a mystery 
special guest. Everyone is welcome 
to join and celebrate the winners! 

2.15pm – Patrice Lawrence 
(S1–6)

YA superstar Patrice Lawrence 
takes the stage with top tips to 
make your own creative writing 
shine.

Thursday 17 June

11am – Let’s Go For a Walk with 
Ranger Hamza (P1–3)

Join Ranger Hamza from 
CBeebies on an outdoor 
adventure based on his book, 
Let’s Go For a Walk. Why not 
share a photo of you reading 
outside, in the playground or in 
your local area?

2.15pm – Football in fiction 
with Dan Freedman and Eve 
Ainsworth (P4–7)

The authors of the Jamie Johnson 
series and Kicking Off! join 
forces to tackle footy in fiction 
and recommend some of their 
favourite sporty reads.

Friday 18 June

11am – Ross 
MacKenzie 

Join winner of the 
Scottish Teenage 
Book Prize 2021 Ross 
MacKenzie for this jam-
packed event, including a sneak 
preview of the next book in the 
Evernight series. 

Lunchtime – Reading Lunch

The idea behind Reading Lunch 
is simple – just pick up a book to 
enjoy on your lunchtime break! 
You could add excitement with 
party decorations and extra tasty 
snacks. Delicious! 

Winner of
The Bookbug
Picture Book
Prize 2021!

Winner of
the Scottish

Teenage Book
Prize 2021!



Remember to 
share photos of you 
taking part in the 

Celebration Festival 
wherever you are 
using #FMRCFestival!

Festival support acts
The First Minister’s Reading Challenge Celebration 
Festival is an opportunity to reflect on all of the 
brilliant work you’ve done throughout the year to 
encourage reading for pleasure with the children  
and young people you work with. 

The Celebration Festival is a great way of marking the end of the challenge by 
taking part in fun and engaging activities linked to books and reading.

The support acts line-up is packed with suggested activity ideas that your 
group can explore as part of the Celebration Festival. The activities are 
designed to give you inspiration and can be adapted for all ages and abilities.

Create your own festival site 
or Main Stage for watching 
the festival. Use the items in 
your festival kit to make it look 
exciting and inviting. This could 
be an existing reading space in 
classrooms, your school library, 
or on the assembly hall stage!

Invite everyone you know to 
join the Celebration Festival. 
Make tickets to hand out to your 
family and friends!

Design your own festival 
wristband to get access to the 
festival or into the VIP area. You 
can use the template on the 
next page to get you started!

Create your own festival 
stalls, with props, clothes or 
music linked to a book or books 
you’ve read this year

Make some delicious festival 
food, inspired by a book! Think 
the feasts from Harry Potter, 
the tea party from Alice in 
Wonderland, or keep it simple, 
like marmalade sandwiches 
from Paddington!

Plan your very own book 
festival! Think about the 
different themes you could 
explore and who you would 
want to perform. Then get down 
to the details – set a budget 
and do your research. And don’t 
forget the important things, like 
health and safety and portaloos!

Make a map of your very own 
book festival site. Where would 
the main stage be? What stalls 
would be there? Would there be 
any surprises? Get imaginative!

Pick a book you’ve read this 
year, and create a soundtrack 
to accompany it. Would it be 

loud and thunderous? Or gentle 
and relaxing? Or mysterious 
and spooky?

Create a book trailer using 
our resource created with Into 
Film Scotland to showcase 
the Celebration Festival, 
or your own festival!  Head 
to readingchallenge.scot/
resources and search for Into 
Film to find the resource.

Film yourself interviewing your 
favourite book character. 
What would you want to know 
about them?

Design your very own book-
themed tent!

Design a festival outfit 
that you would wear to the 
celebration. Would you come 
as a book character – who 
would you pick? Or would you 
dig out your wellies or your face 
paints?

Create a bookmark inspired 
by the First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge Celebration Festival



Festival wristbands!
Design your own festival wristbands for the Celebration Festival! You can use the 
templates below, and photocopy this page if you need more. Once you’ve finished 
your design, cut out the wristband and fasten it on to your wrist. We’d love to see 
your wristbands, so share them with us on Twitter using #FMRCFestival!




